SURVEY OF EMPLOYMENT NEEDS IN THE
AG-CHEMICAL INDUSTRY
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PLEASE RESPOND BY 
Company Name: _____________________________________

Survey Completed by: 
Name (optional) __________________________________




Job Title: ________________________________________


Location (City / State) __________________________________________
1. Do you currently have unfilled entry level fieldman/agronomic positions in your company? 

______ Yes        
______ No

If you answered yes, what are the job titles and how long have the positions been open?

2. What is the estimated number of field staff and management employed at your store? ____
Within the next 5 years, what is the percentage of your field staff and management who will retire at your store?  _______

3. What is your starting salary for an entry-level fieldman/agronomic position? 
___ Under $24,000 / year

___ $24, 000 - $29,999 / year

___ $30,000 - $35,999

___ $36,000 - $41,999

___ $42,000 - $47,999

___ $48,000 or over

4. What kind of benefits package do you offer? 

___ Medical insurance
___ Dental, Vision insurance

___ Life insurance

___ Retirement / Pension / IRA with matching funds

___ Vacation / Holidays

___ Vehicle

___ Uniforms

___ Other (please specify)

5. When hiring entry-level personnel, is a two-year degree:

____ Required



____ Valued

____ Preferred



____ Not important 

6. For which position is a 4-year degree required? 

7. Would you/your company be interested in helping with any of the following for an advanced degree program (2 year/4 year) focused on training future employees for our industry? 
___ Speaking to local groups (such as high school students, guidance counselors, employment agencies) about careers within the retail ag industry 
___ Providing scholarships to students 

___ Providing internships to students who are involved with the training programs
___ Other (Please explain)

8. Walla Walla Community College has an endorsed mechanics program and turf management program.  Students in those programs take a course of study that their respective industries have coordinated with WWCC to develop an employment ready workforce.  Would you/your company be interested in lending your expertise to develop an “Industry Endorsed” program for the retail ag industry? 

______ Yes        
______ No

If you answered yes, would you/your company give preference to applicants with this “endorsed degree”?   
 ______ Yes        
______ No

Check the boxes below that represent your current desired level of skills and knowledge for an entry level fieldman/agronomic employee and also what you envision would be the desired level of skills and knowledge for employees in the future (5 years from today)

	Skills/Knowledge/Licenses
	Current Need

	
	High Need
	Low Need
	No Need

	LICENSES
	
	
	

	   CDL
	
	
	

	   State Pesticide License
	
	
	

	   CCA
	
	
	

	   Other: (please list) 


	
	
	

	AGRONOMIC KNOWLEDGE
	
	
	

	Basic Concepts of soil fertility
	
	
	

	Nutrient movement in soil & water
	
	
	

	Soil pH and modification
	
	
	

	N, P, and K considerations
	
	
	

	Secondary & micronutrients
	
	
	

	Soil testing
	
	
	

	Plant analysis
	
	
	

	Fertilizer recommendations
	
	
	

	Fertilizer forms and application
	
	
	

	Basic physical properties of soil
	
	
	

	Soil drainage and water movement
	
	
	

	Soil conservation
	
	
	

	Management of saline & sodic soils
	
	
	

	Management of weeds
	
	
	

	Management of plant diseases
	
	
	

	Management of nematodes
	
	
	

	Management of insects
	
	
	

	Calibration of pesticide application equipment
	
	
	

	Pesticide residue 
	
	
	

	Using pesticides in an environmentally sound way
	
	
	

	Protecting humans against pesticide exposure
	
	
	

	Integrated pest management
	
	
	

	Customer Service Skills
	
	
	

	Computer Skills
	
	
	

	Knowledge of GIS
	
	
	

	Knowledge of GPS
	
	
	


Thank you for your time. We would appreciate if you could send this completed survey to Elizabeth Stroe at elizabeth.stroe@wwcc.edu or mail it to: 

Elizabeth Stroe

Walla Walla Community College

500 Tausick Way 

Walla Walla, WA 99362 

PLEASE RESPOND BY 

